Several signalling pathways have been implicated in early liver development and mosaic analysis has revealed an essential involvement of the lateral plate mesoderm (LPM) in this process.
Intriguingly, we find zebrafish Wnt2, closely related to Prt/ Wnt2bb, expressed in an appropriate temporal and spatial window to represent a good candidate to act in conjunction with Prt/Wnt2bb in liver formation. Therefore, we tested its involvement in this process. We now show that canonical Wnt signalling acts to regulate the number of myogenic cells in the myotome but does not regulate myogenic initiation in the limb bud. We have also analysed the function and regulation of Pitx2, a putative transcriptional target of canonical Wnt signalling. We show that loss of function of Pitx2 decreases the number of myogenic cells in the epaxial somite and limb micromass cultures, whereas overexpression increases myocyte number. In the somite, this increase in number was shown to be due to increased cell proliferation similar to the effect following overexpression of an activated form of 
